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Keith Ernst’s 1931 Ford AA
Dump Truck

A P U B L I C AT I O N O F T H E A N T I Q U E T R U C K C L U B O F A M E R I C A , I N C .

To the ATCA members
In the center of this issue you
will find a reprint of the ATCA Bylaws. There have been quite a few
members asking for Bylaw information this past year. We decided
it was time to refresh the memories of our long time members,
and to bring our newer members
up to date on the rules that govern
ATCA, and all ATCA chapters.
With the completion of the ATCA elections, the November meeting will start with regrouping of the Board,
and the selection of officers, and to reestablish all of ourcommittees. I would like to remind the ATCA membership
that these afternoon sessions are open to the members.I
would also remind all chapter presidents that chapter reps
should attend at least one of these National meetings every
year to express chapter concerns to the National Board for
discussion.
Also in this issue you will find information about our
3rd annual Winter National Show, held in conjunction
with the Vintage Trucks of Florida Chapter. This event has
grown each year, and I encourage you to attend.
Thanks to all for another great year for ATCA.
Thank you,
Fred Chase, President
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My 1931 Ford AA Dump Truck
and 1930 Compressor Truck
By Keith Ernst
Photos by Jack Norbeck
My first full restoration, which spanned over
about 8 years, was a 1931 Ford AA dump truck. I saw
it parked along the road about a mile from my house
with a “For Sale” sign on its windshield. I stopped
and took a look at it and bought it. Although it had a
homemade wooden platform body on it at the time,
I had hoped that someday I’d find an original dump
body for it. Being in the dump truck business, it was
only natural for me to want an old one-something
from the era my grandfather and father worked with.
I started on its restoration by disassembling the
whole truck and piece by piece, cleaning, rebuilding,
and painting the chassis. Several years later, while
attending the AACA meet at Hershey, I found what
I was looking for-an original dump body that was
available from Ford in 1930-31. It was built by the
Anthony Company in Streator, Illinois and was listed
in the Ford Sales Catalog as the “Rotating Power Hoist

Dump Body”. What fascinated me was that this was
a non-hydraulic, power take-off driven mechanical
hoist that dumped the body. Sitting on a pair of rockers
like gravity dump setup, this style body had a wormdrive gearbox driven off a PTO that pushed the body
up with the other half of its revolution. Other features
included an automatic tailgate latch, automatic PTO
disengagement in the up and down positions, and
an automatic body hold-down latch to keep it from
rattling when driving down the road.
I really didn’t think about eventually “showing”
the truck as I was working on it. I just wanted to do
an authentic restoration the best I could. I did all
the mechanical work myself, except for pouring the
babbited bearings for the engine. After having that
done, I assembled the engine, rebuilt the four-speed
transmission, and rebuilt the bevel-gear style rear. I
sandblasted and painted the frame, wheels, fenders,
and running boards
myself too. Only the
cab and dump body
were
refinished
by a pro to get the
correct semi-gloss
paint look of the
original un-buffed
lacquer finish.
During
these
years
of
slow
“progress”, I had
joined the local
Lehigh
Valley
Model A Club. One
year, I had hosted a
meeting at my little
garage where I was
doing my work
during that time. At
the meeting, several
members had made
the comment that
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Want to read the rest of the
story?

Join ATCA today!
Membership applications can be found on
our FORMS tab.
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