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President’s Messags

This is the issue we look for-
ward to every year. The hustle and
bustle of the holidays quickly turns
into the reality that winter has us
in its grip (northern Hemisphere
specific) with shortened daylight
hours and chilly temps. However,
the change is welcomed for time to
work on projects as we prepare for
the 2026 show season.

The ATCA National Meet flyer contained in this issue
brings hope that the cold won’t last forever, and the warmth
of memories from the past shows reassures us that we’ll be
able to assemble yet again on the lush grass of Macungie
Memorial Park. We all look forward to the opportunity to
enjoy the annual reunion that combines friendship, vintage
trucks, a flea market, and great food.

The show parking crew meets every February to work
on the show field layout and related processes to make the
event flow as seamlessly as possible. Their goal is to have
the arriving exhibitors greeted, registered, and parked with-
in twenty minutes. The February meeting has generated the
changes that have made it possible to park over 1,000 trucks
in the same space we use to occupy with 700 trucks.

Recent evolutionary changes include parking one show
area at a time before moving to the next. Additional park-
ing staff has been added to handle the parking in the open
row after the golf carts provided show truck escort to them.
Previously, the golf cart driver would dismount and guide
each truck into position. A note for attendees that wish to
park as a group — you need to arrive together if you want to
park together.

The Greatest Antique Truck Show on Earth doesn’t just
happen by chance. There is a dedicated group of volunteers
that make it happen. The fact is that we need your help in
continuing the level of showmanship the ATCA National
Meet is known for. Many of you have offered your time to
help out, which is greatly appreciated. However, the pro-
cess to bring you into the fold while those that have the
knowledge to mentor you are up to their eyeballs in the fury
of demanding activity has been a challenge.

Continued on Page 3
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When the Wrong Bed
iis Right

intage Trucks of Florida members Mark
Martinet and his son Matt of Tampa, Florida
are the proud owners of a very original 1963 Ford
F-100 long bed Styleside pickup. While millions of
these early 1960°s F-100’s were built, very few have
survived the way they rolled out of the factory, with
no modifications, the way this one has. This F-100,
with virtually no optional equipment, is a window into
the trucks that penny pinching tradesmen, farmers,
construction workers and businessmen used to earn
a living.
Mark and Matt, who was 15 at the time, had been
talking about finding an old truck to fix up. In November
of 2009 they were passing through Lakeland, Florida
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when they saw the F-100 at a used car dealer. It was
green, which was Matt’s favorite color. An employee
of the dealership had brought the truck from Arkansas
and it was slated to go to a classic car auction soon.
The truck seemed pretty solid but ran rough. After some
negotiating a price was agreed on and Mark and Matt
had a truck. Due to the engine problems they had the
truck delivered to their home for a small fee.

The Martinet’s had bought a very basic truck with
few if any options. It is powered by the base engine, a
223 ci overhead valve six cylinder developing 135 horse
power and 200 foot pounds of torque. It is equipped
with the standard 3 speed manual transmission with
a “three on the tree” column shift. Rear gear ratio is



Want to read the rest of the
story?

Join ATCA today!

Membership applications can be found on
our FORMS tab.
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