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The 2026 ATCA National Meet
was a pivotal event in the fact that
our inaugural volunteer recruit-
ment drive came to fruition. The
Greatest Antique Truck Show on
Earth takes a dedicated core group
of volunteers to make it happen.
Plan, Act, Do, and Evaluate every
part of the show is practiced from
year to year. The group makes im-
provements where opportunities are noted from the previ-
ous show. The influx of about thirty new volunteers willing
to invest the effort and time to see the ATCA National Meet
continue to be the benchmark for antique truck shows is
refreshing and exhilarating.

On behalf of the Board, I would like to recognize John
Arnold for his vision to establish a group of volunteers
based on their individual interests and availability between
Thursday and Saturday. The program’s success was the re-
sult of John’s organizational skill, focus, and constructive
communication with the group.

John’s oversight of the new group of volunteers ended
as the show started. The task leaders were now in charge of
integrating the new workers assigned to learn the ropes of
their specific areas. Dave Mitchell and Ken Fick worked
with the “Parking Crew” recruits to make them a part of the
team with purpose. Andy Fick worked with the volunteers
that signed up for the unloading and transport parking area.
John Arnold worked with the volunteers interested in work-
ing the front lot between Route 100 and the Registration
Booth. ATCA is indebted to Dave, Ken, Andy, and John for
their time and dedication as they worked to manage their
areas while teaching others the ropes. Rest assured, that the
Greatest Antique Truck Show on Earth will go on thanks to
their effort to transfer their knowledge to a larger group of
volunteers.

A number of Vintage Trucks of Florida Chapter mem-
bers made the National Meet a destination again this year.
The group agreed to take over the setup and operation of
the Truckers Lounge area for the benefit of exhibitors and
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Ray, Slagle S DC 102 Autocar

any who attend the ATCA National Meet at

Macungie or other antique truck shows in the
northeast will recognize Ray Slagle and his Autocar
trucks.

As akid growing up in the greater Washington DC
area Ray spent many hours admiring the trucks working
around his neighborhood. He tells stories of drivers
letting him ride along with them because of how much
he liked heavy trucks. These early influences planted
the seed for what would become a 50 plus year career
in the trucking industry that began the day after Ray
graduated high school in 1966.

Ray’s first job was driving a gasoline powered Ford
950. It wasn’t long before he was moving up to his first
Autocar. It was a 1967 model DC9364 which he drove
for F.E.Gregory and Sons out of Gaithersburg, MD. Ray
then drove another DC9364 for H.T.Farmer Trucking
and a B model Mack for T.W. and Wayne Shank of
Rockville, MD. In 1971, Ray bought his own truck, a
1966 Autocar DC 9364. For the next several years he
ran the Autocar along with a Brockway with the same
specs, followed by a V-8 powered Mack R700SX.
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In 1978 Ray and his wife Karen ordered a new
Autocar from Webber White/Autocar, the DC area
Autocar dealer. They took delivery of their new Autocar
in 1979. This big green dump truck served them well
for 14 years before being retired. After several years
of sitting in the garage, the truck started showing up at

The Autocar DC102 as Ray first saw it in May, 2011




Want to read the rest of the
story?

Join ATCA today!

Membership applications can be found on
our FORMS tab.
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